NATIONAL HISTORY DAY

Leadership & Legacy in History
	
	SUPERIOR
	EXCELLENT
	GOOD/FAIR

	Thesis Statement
	- Thesis is clear and well developed; states topic, theme, & importance to history
- Thesis is an important part of the project

- All information works to support thesis
	- Thesis is clear but not well developed

- Thesis statement is present 

- Most information works to support thesis


	- Thesis statement is not present or is unclear

- Little information supports thesis

	Historical Context
	- Shows clear understanding of historical context surrounding topic
- Connects topic to historical context
	- Attempts to show understanding of historical context
- Loosely connects topic to context
	- Shows little understanding of historical context
- Does not connect topic to context

	Relation to 

Theme
	- Project shows clear understanding of topic in relation to the theme

- Facts show direct connection to immediate, short, and long term impact
	- Shows some understanding of topic in relation to the theme

- Facts show a connection to impact of topic
	- Shows little or no understanding of topic in relation to the theme

- Facts make few connections to impact of topic

	Analysis / Importance to History


	- Information goes beyond facts

- Presents a strong case for the topic's historical importance

- Shows understanding  of all researched information

- Shows the big picture
	- Relies mainly on facts

- Provides some evidence that the topic is historically important

- Shows some understanding  of all researched information

- Attempts to show a bigger picture
	- Mostly just facts

- Shows little to no evidence of historical importance

- Shows limited understanding  of  researched information

- Shows a limited picture of the topic

	Research
	- Sources contained useful/high quality info.

- Sought out available sources

- Balance of primary & secondary sources

 - Used at least 5 different types of sources (books, periodicals, interviews, photos, ….)
	- Most sources contained useful/high quality information

- Located some of the available sources

- Balance of primary & secondary sources

 - Used 3-4 types of sources
	- Most sources contain questionable information or weren’t used in project

- Located few of available sources

- Sources are unbalanced 

- Used only 1 or 2 types of sources

	Organization/ Originality
	- Written or spoken material is clear and easy to understand

- Information is in a logical order

- Material is original and creative
	-Written or spoken material is somewhat clear and easy to follow

- Information is in a fairly logical order

- Some material is original and/or creative
	- Written or spoken material is unclear and/or not well-presented

- Order of information is illogical

- Material lacks originality/creativity

	Appearance/

Presentation

A. Exhibit

B. Documentary

C. Performance

D. Paper

E. Website


	A. Creates visual impact; correctly uses visuals; utilizes available space

B. Creates visual impact; skillfully integrates audio, video footage, images, & documents
C. Superior stage presence; balanced roles; props/costumes are historically accurate; actors are articulate

D. Text is clear, grammatical, spelled correctly; Neatly prepared

E. Actively engages audience; uses multimedia format to showcase topic
	A. Lacks some visual appeal; would benefit from additional/better visuals; partially utilizes available space
B. Lacks visual appeal; integrates audio, video footage, images, & documents
C. Solid stage presence; roles are mostly balanced; props/costumes are appropriate but don’t enhance

D. Some errors or lack of neatness

E. Partially engages viewer; uses multimedia effectively
	A. Lacks visual appeal; additional/better visuals are necessary; does not utilize space
B. Lacks visual appeal; little thought given to integration of audio / images 
C. Fair stage presence; Basic props/costumes

D. Errors distract from message of paper or paper is disheveled

E. Audience not actively engaged; multimedia format not utilized


